
Machine Learning: What are 
We Doing Here? 

An Introduction to lolpop



An Inquiry



And a response



Small Teams Struggle



Large Teams
Struggle



We’ve been led to believe this is important

Something 
Cool You 

Need



It’s Not

Something 
Cool You 

Need



We’ve built lots of good tools



But, probably too many tools



We need to think about the process



SWE figured this out decades ago



Historically, a debatable topic in ML



We’re making Some Progress





Core SWE for ML Principles



Modularity



Composition



Abstraction



Extensibility



What you should care about

1. Getting things done. 
2. Building robust dev to prod pipelines. 
3. Not being locked into tech. (i.e. one vendor doesn’t rule) 



Introducing lolpop!

lolpop is an open  software engineering framework for machine 
learning workflows.

It it meant to help DS/MLE/SWE build and run ML workflows quickly 
and easily while following SWE best practices. 

I.E. we’ve thought about some of the hard stuff so you can focus on 
the “fun stuff”. 



Modularity



Composition



Composition Pt. 2



Abstraction



Extensibility



And more! 

● Built-in Testing Framework 
● Use Gen-AI to generate documentation/tests 
● Generalizable Integration Framework 
● Extensible CLI 
● Integration packaging
● Workflow Orchestration Support
● Project templating
● Everything is extensible. 

● Open Source – free to use forever. 



Where to find lolpop

Github: https://github.com/jordanvolz/lolpop

pyPI: pip install lolpop

Docs: https://lolpop.readthedocs.io/en/latest/ 

Launch blog: https://medium.com/@jordan_volz/introducing-lolpop-c78581d6ee1f

Roadmap: 
https://medium.com/@jordan_volz/announcing-lolpop-v0-2-0-6667df573aad

Get involved – looking for contributions, robust examples, etc. 


